7 Steps to a Successful Home Buying Experience
Buyers have multitudes of questions when it comes to purchasing a house. What should be first on my agenda? How will I know if I’ve chosen the right house? Is there anything I should NOT do? And the list continues on and on and on!

While this writing is not about most of these questions, it does cover some simple steps you should be prepared for when making your house purchase.
1. Get Your Pre-Approval
Someone stopped by the office the other day and inquired about house shopping. The first thing I indicated is the importance of being pre-approved for a mortgage. In fact, I tell everyone, I only show houses to those who have taken this first step. This way, you can see everything in your price range and travel anywhere you want to go to see them. It is one sure way to avoid falling in love with a house you cannot afford. It also tells agents and sellers you are a serious buyer.
2. Look For An Agent That Is Tech Savvy 
When you go looking for a Real Estate Agent, make sure the one you choose is heavily involved in technology. Just having a website is NEVER enough. Their website, email and branding should reflect the agent is serious about what he/she does on a daily basis. Their website will show the agent as being dedicated to the business of helping people like you find a house. The site should contain the Listings from the MLS, Information about the Area, a serious Real Estate Blog, information About the Agent and other Helpful Articles. Remember, you are looking for an agent, so try this:  Email the Agent. How long does it take for the agent to get back with you? Anything over a few hours is too long. Does the agent even write back at all? This may also reflect as to whether or not this agent promptly returns phone calls.
3. Use The Agent’s Website And Start Searching Listings
Now that you feel comfortable with a Real Estate Agent, go to his/her site and begin using the Listing tools provided. If you are stumped about anything ask your agent to go over some of the simple steps of using the MLS. Make sure you ask your agent how to set up your criteria specific searches.
4. Go House Hunting

Now it’s time to look at houses. The way I work is, once you are pre-approved and have selected some houses (any house) in your price range that you want to see, I will then take you to view that house or the homes you’ve selected.
5. Write An Offer
When you find the right house, don’t wait too long to ask the agent to help you prepare your offer. There will be contracts to fill out, signatures and don’t forget your deposit. It should indicate you are a serious buyer. Your agent will best advise you here.
6. Follow Up On ALL Contingencies
This is huge. If you’ve asked for contingencies and the seller has agreed to them, they all must be met within the timeframe agreed on. With your agents help, write down the steps necessary to keep you performing according to the contract.

7. Enjoy The Close
Some people come to the closing table all stressed, worried and thinking it will be a nail biting experience. My goal as an agent is to make it as positive, helpful and informative as possible. Never hesitate to look at the closing agent and say, “please explain” one more time. 

Finally and most important, enjoy your new house and develop a personal goal of making it your home.
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